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PROGRESS OP MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


the puerperium. The inflammatory process is usually localized. The cocci 
soon disappear from the myometrium, where it is destroyed, or whence it emi¬ 
grates. The germs may penetrate the entire thickness of the muscular wall 
and infect the peritoneum without the tube being involved, which explains 
the occasional occurrence of perimetritis as a sequela of gonorrhoea without 
accompanying disease of the adnexa. 

Repeated Operations in Adherent Tumors. 

Jabovlay ( Lyon med.; Centralblatt fur Oynakologie, 1895, No. 52) recom¬ 
mends that in the case of tumors, so firmly adherent that their immediate 
removal would be attended with too much risk, a preliminary operation 
should be performed at which the adhesions are separated sufficiently to allow 
the tumor to be drawn out of the wound as in draining an adherent sac. A 
week later the tumor is removed. 

[The description of this method is somewhat vague, and does not make 
clear the advantages of a second operation.—H. C. C ] 

Myoma of the Rectum Simulating Ovarian Cyst. 

Westermark ( Centralblatt fur Oynakologie, 1896, No. 1) reports a case of 
tumor of the rectum which was diagnosed as ovarian cyst, the error not being 
discovered before operation. The patient died of ileus, due to intrapelvic 
adhesions of the intestines, which the writer attributes to the use of the 
gauze drain. Similar errors in diagnosis were reported by Senn and Berg. 

Perforation of the Uterus. 

Tait ( Lancet , August 10, 1895) strongly opposes the idea that in many 
cases in which the uterine wall is apparently perforated with a sound or 
curette the end of the instrument really enters the dilated proximal end of 
a tube. In all his experience he has never seen such a condition in either 
the normal or pathological Fallopian tube; while, on the contrary, he states 
that he has observed several specimens in which the uterine wall has become 
so thinned that it was readily perforated with a sound. Five cases were 
observed by him in which this accident occurred without untoward results. 

Intestinal Obstruction after Cosliotomy. 

Ferguson ( Journ. Amer. Med. Assoc., 1895, No. 15) reports the case of a 
patient, aged thirty-seven years, who developed symptoms of ileus four days 
after double salpingo-oophorectomy and ventro-fixation. Two days later the 
abdomen was opened and a loop of small intestine was found adherent to one 
stump. This was detached, and the patient made a good recovery. 

Leguen ( Oaz. Med. de Paris, 1895, No. 35) reports four cases of intestinal 
obstruction following abdominal section, the first of which, due to compres¬ 
sion of the colon by a perimetric band, terminated fatally. Autopsy in the 
second case showed an entire absence of adhesions, obstruction being due 
simply to paralysis of the gut. In the third a secondary coBliotomy showed 
the presence of adhesions between the stump and the colon; in the fourth the 



GYNECOLOGY. 


495 


intestinal canal was obstructed by a vaginal tampon (!). The writer recom¬ 
mends the administration of laxatives on the day following operation. If 
symptoms of intestinal obstruction appear, the abdominal wound should be 
promptly re-opened and the point of occlusion sought for, especially in the 
neighborhood of the stump. If it cannot be found, an artificial anus should 
be established. 

Vaginal Hysterectomy for Irreducible Inversion. 

Franchommes ( Joum. de Sciences Med. de Lille; Centralblatt fur Gynd- 
kologie, 1896, No. 1) affirms that total extirpation is the most surgical method 
of dealing with this condition. Two successful cases by Dures are reported, 
of four and seventeen months’ standing. On account of the difficulty of 
ligating the broad ligaments he recommends opening the peritoneal cavity 
at once, introducing the finger, and then splitting the anterior uterine wall. 
The edges of the latter wound are held apart and the broad ligaments are 
drawn through it, ligated, and divided. The posterior wall of the uterus is 
then incised, and, lastly, the lateral vaginal fornices. After securing the 
bases of the broad ligaments the uterus is removed in halves. 

Unique Variety of Ovarian Carcinoma. 

V. Kahlden (Centralblatt fur Ally. Pathologie; Centralblatt fur Gyndkologie, 
1896, No. 1) describes an ovarian neoplasm removed from a young girl, 
which seemed to have originated from the epithelium of the Graafian fol¬ 
licle. Histologically it showed a large number of small round bodies closely 
resembling primordial follicles. It could be characterized as an adenoma of 
the Graafian follicle, without any tendency to cystic formation, from which 
carcinoma developed by atypical proliferation. 

The Early Diagnosis of Cancer of the Uterus. 

In a recent discussion on this subject ( British Med. Journal, February 1, 
1896), Thornton lays stress on the responsibility of the general practitioner 
with regard to the early recognition of malignant disease of the uterus. 
Important clinical symptoms are the characteristic sacral pain, offensive 
discharge, and cachexia, “ which is often only too apparent quite early.” 
Locally the presence of red, angry nodules in the cervix, w'hich bleed easily 
and later break down, forming little pits with grayish surfaces and covered 
with necrotic tissue, is significant. Excision of a bit of suspected tissue for 
microscopical examination (if a suspicious ulceration fails to heal under the 
usual applications) should not be resorted to unless absolutely necessary, or 
unless an operation is to follow shortly, as there is “risk of rapid spread to 
distant parts through the opened veins and lymphatics.” 

Griffith (Ibid), writing on the same theme, analyzes some of the salient 
symptoms of early uterine cancer. Hemorrhage, he affirms, is atypical, 
having no connection with menstruation, except in cases of corporeal disease. 
Menorrhagia, if present, is usually due to some other cause. A slight hemor¬ 
rhage without any assignable cause is always significant, especially in a 
patient not pregnant (or one who has recently aborted or been confined), and 



